cause of death from chloroform is the mechanical obstruction of the right side of the heart by excessive distention with venous blood. He cites an experiment on a cat, which was caused to inhale chloroform till the action of the heart had ceased. On opening the chest, the heart was quiet and greatly distended ; the pericardium embracing it very tightly. As soon as an incision was made through this membrane, the right auricle instantly forced itself through the opening. The pulmonary arteries were then opened, and immediately the heart resumed its action and continued to beat for an hour and a half.
